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aggression. But the history of the recent past is full of exam-
ples showing the constant divergence between the spoken
word, the ideals proclaimed, and the real motives and
objectives. During the War of 1914-18 the declared war
aims were the preservation of democracy, self-determina-
tion, and the freedom of small nations, and yet the very
governments which solemnly proclaimed these aims entered
into secret treaties embodying imperialist designs for the
carving up of the Ottoman Empire. While stating that they
did not want any acquisition of territory, the victorious
Powers added largely to their colonial domains. The pre-
sent European war itself signifies the abject failure of the
Treaty of Versailles and of its makers, who broke their
pledged word and imposed an imperialist peace on the
defeated nations. The one hopeful outcome of that
treaty, the League of Nations, was muzzled and strangled
at the outset and later killed by its parent States.
 5.	Subsequent    history    has    demonstrated     afresh
how even a seemingly fervent declaration of faith may be
followed by an ignoble desertion. In Manchuria the British
Government  connived  at  aggression;   in  Abyssinia  they
acquiesced in it. In Czecho-Slovakia and Spain democracy
was in peril and it was deliberately betrayed, and the whole
system of collective security was sabotaged by the very
Powers who had previously declared their firm faith in it.
 6.	Again it is asserted that democracy is in danger
and must be defended, and with this statement the Com-
mittee are in entire agreement. The Committee believe
that the peoples of the West are moved by this ideal and
objective and for these they are prepared to make sacrifices.
But again and again the ideals and sentiments of the people
and of those who have sacrificed themselves in the struggle
have been ignored and faith has not been kept with them.
 7.	If the war is to defend the status quo, imperialist
possessions, colonies, vested interests and privileges, then
India can have nothing to do with it. If, however, xhe issue
is democracy and a world order based on democracy, then
India is intensely interested in it.   The  Committee   are
convinced that the interests of Indian democracy do not
conflict with the interests of British democracy or of world

